GALLANTRY

even in France gallantry was confined to ladies, and no change
took place in the relation between men and women of the people
in Christian countries. Christianity continued to feel a distrust
for women, due to its Oriental and ascetic origin, and though the
Church may have honoured the virgins and widows who became
nuns, it never showed any consideration for the married women.
Chivalry has disappeared, courtly manners are no more than
a memory: but gallantry has survived. It was the most lasting
creation of the nobility of the Middle Ages.
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